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Luncheon/Keynote Address: Women's Day 
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REMARKS BY CAROL H. RASCO 

Thank you. 

I am very pleased, honored but somewhat overwhelmed to be 

in front of you today. As I reviewed lhe roster of participants 

and topics for this two day conferenc~, I saw t~5 Q{ 

illdilidaal" that have looked at me frtm pieces I ......i!iicfC 
~ tr<> fU 1.vV\ifll '. ". . . 

.	and ~~~the.suggestigll lof mydnJSi: met OUl' 12+ 

yelll'!lt~. llnd I S9WRatHeS 61 pe6p1e-4e wtAifif:1-~ 

Iist8lled.;:wltll whonf rye discussed the yaiilll*11f adr e~, 
. '. . ~AJ OAJ~,J ~. . 

I . 
add to what has even and will be said? 

the conditions facing 6tlt! families ~lIel 'th-etr needs and hopes~ 
. • I 

d that s w re the overwhelmed part comes in •••What can I 

1 




I~"" 


I come to you to add my strong commitment and, that of the 
, I 

administration as well as to reflect' with you on the challenges 

I 
before us. I might add that if you're like"me, a luncheon 

speaker after a morning packed with stimulating, sometimes 

provocative thoughts, well a luncheon speaker is sometimes a 

nuisance•••you want to TALK about what you I ve heard, 

assimilate i~~g on to the ~fternoon agenda••.so I'll 

try to add to that assimilation, be qUihk, and allow you to 

, to 'to 	 °th I thcon Inue your conversa lon, WI one ano er. 

During my short number of years as a classroom teacher and , 

elementary counseling when I 	sometiles had children from 

. I ~~~~~ 
homes with outhouses or even a dirt floor, during my ~~ 

volunteer days when I worked on fos~er care, junveile jus~e~ 
, ~%.t0J:h I 

and adult probation issues, throUghoit my 20 years of 

parenting and advocating' for a child labelled as cerebral 

2 




palsied and retarded as well as through 15+ years of actively 
. . . '. ' . ... I 

working in government ••.throughout all of this I have mourned 
i 

most two· things: 

. An increasing poverty of spirit, partichlarly in children 
. '. I 

'. . 

Professionals' piecemeal views of indifiduals, families and 

communities . 

.....~~~~:t!l~ is music to my earsl;-o ~ 

~"-~~. 

. I 

3 i 



The Clinton administration has been committed from the 

beginning to a reinvention of governJent for famiIies ..••as you 
. I . 

look over our key domestic accomplishments, "family" is , 

central: 

-an economic packag~ and indicators which show a good . 


beginning: inflation is down, interesti rates are down, the 

.' . I 

deficit is down, investment is up. ~~.. f~~~n~ '. 
~~.~~ 

-the Family Leave Law which says YjOU can't be fired if' you 

take a little time off when a baby is rrn or a parent is sick. 

-a reform of the collge.loan program and national service -' 

all designed to give more Americans a chance to broaden the 

6 




availability of further education while in many cases giving 

those citizens' a chance to serve their communities at home, to 
I 

help repair the frayed. bonds of com~unity. 

-a change in the Earned Income Tax Credit which on April 

15th.~ between 15 million and 18 million working 

. famliies. on modest inconles a tax cut, not a tax increase. 

-the introduction of a comprehensive health care reform plan 

that guarantees health security to all Americans • 
.. - , I 

But we must do more .••.we MUST do more. 

As. President Clinton said .llliUI= W8ela ;'U-in 

Memphis.•• It I do not believe we can rbpair the basic fabric of 

7 




society until people who are willing to work have work. Work 

organizes life. It gives structure and ~isciPline to life. It gives 

meaning and self-esteem to people who are parents. It gives a 
I 

role model to children. 

Further..•we cannot, I submit to you, irepair the American. 

community and restore the American family until we provide 
i 

the structure, the value, the discipline and the reward that 

work gives. 

And finally he said that, yes, we will deal with the ravages of 
! 

i 
crime and drugs and violence, BUT '1unless we recognize that 

it's due to the breakdown of the famiily, the community and 

the disappearance of jobs•••and unlesl we· say some of this 
I . 

i

cannot be done by government becau.se we have to reach deep 

inside to the values, the spirit, the SO~1 and the truth of human 
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nature..•none of the other things we sJek to do will ever take 
I 

us where we need to go." 

. i 

No, it can't be done by government PROGRAMS in the 

traditional sense but we in governmeJt need help in thinking 

through how we best stimulate this pLcessof individual, 

family and community healing. and gjowth, that is where real 

reinvention must occur. 

I am reminded inwardly on a constant basis of what an 

elderly physical. therapist who had del~icated her life to young 

disabled children told me early in myj son's life •..she said, 

"Carol, I don't know a lot of philosophy or theory about 

programs for children like Ramp, bU~ I think the best thing I 

can tell you as a parent is to rememJer the words of Joseph 

Addison, an essayist, poet "Everyone must have 

9 



Something to do 

Someone to love 

Something to hope for." 

And how right she was and is in the €ase of not only Hamp, 
. . I 

but people with whom I've worked with and worked for •.•.and 

so at each age of life in our que~t to neinvent how we 
~·I . . ~ Ctl1LoAfI/\

approach the problems of . : we Imust as/k-~~v \IJ . 

i . 

What do· they have to do? If a young child, what is the 

preschool program available? Can tJey play, dance; sing, and 

soar? If a child, is school relevant? Il school safe? I was 

. ~~lt~.~ Ii
struck thIS 1R8FRI~ as w .to my door to get the paper. 

My daughter, in an attempt to make ~URE I didn't forget to 

10 




call her school earl~ a.m. to let tllem know she would not 
. . '. I 
be there due to illness had left me a note in front of the door 

so that I wouldn't miss it. •••we had qJite a round last night 
. I 

because she didn't WANT to stay home from school ••.and then 

I opened the door and the WaShingto~ Post stares back at me: 

I 
ACROSS U.S., SCHOOLS ARE. FALLING APART. Now, 


. ' . I 


this particular article was about the physical condition of the 

. I ~~ school plants but I bet you know wha1t I thought. •••~ 

t ou ce rea B ~ 
. I . 

~••1iIRI-as I rea~ght 0' the key phrase I learned 

i.n to 8the....!t ilt8fiell~ higher ed~cational experience 
. . . . .' I 
des,igned to prepare me to teach elementary school ..•1 was 

I . I 
tau:ght there are two educations, one jhOUld teach us how to 

I . 
ma~e a living and the other how to li~e. We do too far little 

. I ., 

or heeding that-maxim. ~~~~ , 

11 




I 

Until our communities get as fired up about our schools as 

we/they do about athletic teams, car manufacturing plant 

10cJtions, Olympic sites, etc. we won't! have a good answer to 

the question: What have we given the children - young and 

ado'lescent to DO? 

And for adults: What do they have to do? 
.~~ \. 

:. ~~ .. 

Number 2: Someone to love ... and we I all know that before you 

ca~ love another, you must love YOUdelf. Think about 

children's faces you've seen in urban boor neighborhoods, 
I I 


I •

adjltS you've. passed on those streets.+.do they have much to . 

! I
lovf about themselves? Many don't jnd therefore we can't 

I ! 

truthfully expect the love to flowout'Yard. 

12 
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Number 3: Something to hope for .... my daughter who~ didn't 

wa~t to miss a day of the eighth gradl today has many hopes 

anJ I both thrive in that gleam of hoJe in her eyes constantly 
. I 

look for ways to nurture and keep th~t sparkle present. ... help 

me, help our administration look for ~ays to create that hope 
. I , 

for all citizens of this great country. ~ealth security frees up 

a ftmilY for hopes and dreams, safer rtreets help free children 

to Ilook at what education can be for them .... but untreated ear 

inf~ctions, uncorrected vision probleJs, lack of immunizations, 

Sch~OI buildings in AMERICA where children must wear their 

co~ts in order to be warm~ enough to ~ven begin to pay 

attlntion.••and we wOlider where hopJ has gone? 

13 




Concerned Women Speak Out . .... 
The Health Security Act Has the Answers 

" " I """" 
W:omen from throughout the United States have sent letters to the President 
and First Lady voicing their health care concerrls based on their own 
~~rsonal e~periences. The Health Security Act addresses many of these 
Important Issues. 

No Insurance: 
"I 'am a 40-year old single mother of two. The medicin¢ I must take each and every day 

"c01ts approximately $150 a month. Ido not have any hfalth insurance for either myself 
orlmy children . .... I would love to have health care; not only for myself, but for my 
chlldren. I should be going into the doctor for periodic! check-ups for my illness, but 
thkre is no extra money. I would like to take my childre,n to the doctor when they are ill, 
bu't there is no extra money . ... I sincerely hope that ydu cem come up with a reasonable 
alternative so that everyone who needs health care can Ireceive it. II -- Liza Guevin, 
CAlifornia 

T~e Health Security Act provides universal coverage for everyone regardless of 
e~ployment status, marital status, health status or abilit~ to pay. Those who are unable to 
p~y will be given discounted insurance and preventive care. Each health plan would 
cdver comprehensive benefits including prescription dr~gs which would include co

"piyments. President Clinton's plan emphasizes preventive care which would be" 
bdneficial for.both Liza Guevin and her family. " ; " 

P~e.Existing Conditions:" ". I' " 

"Irm 55 year old women without any health insurance. I teach part-time (20hrs) and my
" I

sc'hool system does not offer coverage to anyone who works under 30 hours . ... We have 
tried to buy health coverage but due to the fact that I hdve only one kidney and have been 
dihgnosed with a birth defect, no one will cover me. I Live in constant fear ofa 
cdtastrophic illness and losing everything we own. La)t year I put offgoing to a 

I I 
physician, because ofcost and ended up with pneumonia . ... I'm hoping your health care 

i !. 
plan will include people like me. I never dreamed I could find myself in this situation in a

I I
country such as ours. Please help me. II -- Kay Schumaker, Arizona 

I I " 

The Health Security Ad does not place any limits on pre-existing conditions nor are 
thbre any lifetime limits on health care benefits. No onb would fear losing everything due 
td health care needs. More women than men work par~-time, or in jobs where health 
i~surance is not available. President Clinton's plan req6ires employers to pay for a 
portion of part-time employees' health insurance. The A.ct emphasizes preventive care 
w~hich would encourage" women like Kay Schumaker td seek care before her illness' " 
dbveloped into pneumonia. " " 

, 



I 
Women's Checklist For Health Care Reform 
The Health Care Security Act M~ets The Criteria 

Universal Coverage 
v NOT dependent upon health status or health history 
v NOT dependent upon marital status, employment status or ability to pay 
v Discounts for low income families 

Comprehensive Benefits 
v No lifetime limits; no pre-existing condition exclus,ions I' 

V Coverage for preventive"care and prescription drugs 
V • Expanded sites for care" 

! 

. ' 
I 

• 

P~eventive Health Care 
vI Emphasis on regular check-ups, early diagnosis and treatment 
v i Clinical preventive services for high-risk populations; age-appropriate 

. 	immunizations, tests, and clinical visits I . 
v 'Screening for breast and cervical cancer including routine mammograms, pap smears 

and pelvic examinations ! \ 

Quality/ Choice 	 . ~ 
v Annual "report cards" of health care providers and flealth care plans incluOing 

important consumer information: e.g., percentage df women who receive 
mammograms, number of babies delivered by Caeshrean Section 

vI Option to change health care plans once a year 

RlprOductive Health Care 
vi Full-range of pregnancy-related services including prenatal, delivery, and post-partum 

, care I 
v Family planning services 
v Screening for sexually transmitted diseases 

~esearch. . . 	 .., .1 

vI Increase fundmg for preventIOn research at the NatIOnal InstItutes of Health. , 
v: Research priorities on women's health care concer~s including birth defects, prenatal 

. 	 care, adolescent health, mental health and substance abuse, reproductive health, 

osteoporosis and breast cancer 


Long Term Care 
v Home and community-based long-term care initiat1ves 
v, Expansion of nursing home coverage .' I'I. Increased quality and affordability of private long-jerm care insurance 

Mental Health! Substance Abuse 	 .i 

v Treatment for mental illness and substance abuse iAcluding inpatient treatment, partial I 

, 	hospitalization, and day treatment programs. I " .' 
v Community-based treatment encouraged . 

v Differences in insurance coverage eliminated by 2001 'iI	 
I 

No pre-existing conditions 	 I 



UM FOR CAROL RASCO, Assistant to the President for Domestic Policy 
Christine Heenan . 
Women's Heatth Event 

Bt:;low is inforrmation aimed at how our plan combats oreast cancer. This speech is a 
gr~at opportunity to take on the misperceptions about rrlammogram coverage. 

I 
Attached is other info on women's health and how our plan benefits women. Let me 
~ow if you need anything further. . 

I 

Early Detection of Breast Cancer and Health Care Reform 

. The President and First Lady are committed to preventihg breast cancer, and fighting the 
di~ease at its onset. That is why our health care plan cahs for a comprehensive benefits 
paFkage spelled out in law, and for preventive care focJsing on early detection and 
treatment of breast cancer. 

I 
Women are increasingly at risk for life-threatening illnesses such as breast cancer, 
ov~ian cancer, and heart and lung disease, yet still anc~or the bottom of our medical 
research agenda. Of all the health problems women face, however, breast cancer is one of 
the deadliest: 

I 

• i One in nine women in the U.S. will develop breast cancer in her lifetime. (National 
. Breast Cancer Coalition) 

I 

• 2.6 million women in the U.S. have breast cancer today, and this year another 
182,000 American women will be diagnosed with the disease, approximately one 
woman every three minutes. (National Breast cancerctlitiOn) 

Tlie Health Security Act addresses women's health -- and the threat of breast cancer-
agkressively and comprehensively, guaranteeing all women coverage, regardless of 
wftether they are healthy or sick, married or single, wor~ing or unemp!oyed, wealthy or 
lo~ income. And the President's approach will provide unpreced~nted coverage of 
p~eventive care, including mammography. It will cdver a whole s'chedule of 
preventive screenings, tests and check-ups at no cosf, protectioniavailable in only a 
few oftoday's insurance policies. 

! 

Coverage of Mammograms and other preventive servicls under The Health Security Act: 

I 

• Coverage for all women: I . . 0 

• Women of any age can receive clinical breast exams and mammograms at any time 
when the patient and doctor feel it is medically necdssary or appropriate, and will pay 

I 

a standard co-pay (for example, ten dollars) set by their plan. 

I 
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• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Extra coverage for women at risk: 
Women ofany age who are defined to be at risk of breast cancer will receive 

I 

additional visits, including clinical breast exams and mammograms, with no cost 
sharing.. 

Additional coverage of mammograms: 
For certain age groups, at certain intervals, mammograms are free of any cost sharing, 
so there is no charge when a woman goes to the dodtor for these services. 

I 

As part of the preventive services package, all women age 50 and older would have 
routine mammogram screening every other year, frtfe of charge. Again, any woman 
who needs more frequent mammograms would be covered, and would pay a co-pay. 

Additional coverage of clinician visits: 
Clinician visits, including clinical breast exams, are covered for all women, and 
additional coverage is available for women in certain age groups. Clinician visits are 

I
free once every three years for women age 20-39, and every other year for women 
from 40-64. 

New investments in combating breast cancer 
This year, the National Institute of Health's breast cancer research budget increased by 
44 percent, from $208 million to almost $300 milli6n. 

I 

Under reform, new research initiatives will concentrate on the prevention of illnesses 
affecting women, including breast cancer, mental h~alth, reproductive health and 
osteoporosis. 

Women's groups support the President's plan: 

"The Older Women's League (OWL) endorses President Clinton's health care reform 
bill" - Older Women's Leigue, March 6, 1994 

"In reviewing the current health proposals pending in Congress, only two proposals, 
the Health Security Act, proposed by President Clinton and introduced by Senator 
Mitchell and Representative Gephardt, and the AmJrican Health Security Act, 
introduced by Senator Wellstone and Representativk McDermott, demonstrate a 
significant commitment to the principles developed1by the Campaignfor Women's 
Health. These plans o(ter unvrecedented opportunities to vrovide coverage ofhealtb 
care services for women far bevond what is currentlv avqilable. " 

• Campaign for Women's Health, March 1994 



security, we can write more meaningful standards for our 

·I~·~~·~ 
students.~. all on the ·one side kno#n ~s Iiuldan development 

and we can talk about investments, dl0cits, inflation, job 

creltion, etc. on the economic develoJment side but until we 

recognize th t II · a giving peop e a .. I t every age 

(1) something to do; 

(2) . someone to love; and 

(3) something to hope for 

are- all a part of a mandatory whole just as people and 

fa1ues and communities are both parts and "whole" 
. I· 

en~ities "... . 
. I 

we will not have accomplished the task before us. 
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In closing I am reminded Of~ piece\ that haunt.'lme, 


m01ivaterme in this area of thou~ht. ~ in my freshman 


philosophy course at Hendrix College in Arkansas, Dr. Ellis 
I .. i . 
. ' 

rep~atedly pounded the table in his qiest to motivate us to go 

out! into the world and face the adverSity necessary to make 
. .' I 

Pos~tive change, admonishing us to remember that saying from 

~E PRINCE: "There is nothing mJe· difficult to take in . 

hJd, more perilous to conduct, or mlre uncertain in its 

sJcess than to take the lead in the iJtroduction of a new 
I . I.~
I f»Q.. M,. ~ w 

or4er of things. " We' have not a chqic', we must take this 
, ' 

m~ment in time to introduce a new o~der for our families. 
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American Express 1hIve1 Travel Related Services Company, Inc. 
White House Travel Office ill!l~ Ma'nagement

ServiCes . 	Old Executive Office Building, Room 87 
Washington: D.C. 20500-0001INVOICE I ITINERARY 
Phone: 202 456-2250 
Fax: 202 456-6670 
In Emergency After Hours Call:· 
1 '800 847-0242 (Toll Free in the U.S.) 
Your code number is: KC52 

SALES PERSON: 74 ITINERARY/INVOICE NO. 0005714 . DATE: 12 f-IPF: 94 
CUSTOMER NBR~ 1695000023 RARORG PAGE~ 02 

TO= 	 WHITE HOUSE TRAVEL 

1600 PENNSYLVANIA AVE 

WASH DC 20~;OO 


FOR: RASCO/CAROL MS I~EF: I<C5SXD4I<X~:; 

FOR AFTER HOUR EMERtENCIES 

CALL 800-B47-0242/YOUR HOTLINE COhE IS S-KC52 
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An'n II r: II at 11 N U U ~tt ill: U f) n ft RE:MII\lIIE:r~ II It .. n U U If Ann "'.1 u fit U ~ a ft U U Ii D nUll IS a if 


ALL FREQUENT FLYER BENEFITS EARNED ON OFFICIAL TRAVEL . 

ARE THE SOLE PROPERTY OF THE U.S~ GOVERNMENT AND CANNOT. 

BE REDEEMED FOR PERSON~_ USE. 
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ALL UNUSED TICKETS ARE TO BE RETURNED TO AMERICAN 
EXPRESS OR YOUR TRAVEL COORDINATOR IMMEDIATELY UPON' 
RETURN FROM rRAVEL OR WHEN TRIP HAS BEEN-CANCELED.·. 	 . 
n A' II U at lit '" " I. " n II II •• II .. II III un" If a n 11 It n II U II n U h .r IJ It 1/ U Ir n " II If U fJ If ., n II II n 1/ 

THANK YOU FOR TRAVELING WITH AMERICAN EXPRESS. 
-------------~ srtcIAL TicKET INFORMAtION -------~---
TRAVEL ORDER MUST AUTHORIZE USE OF HON-CONTRACT CARRIER. 
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Peachtree Midtown Branch 
1745 Peachtree Road, N,E, 

Atlanta, Georgia 30309 
(404) 875-7881 

Fax (404) 898-9612 

laban Park Branch 
5342 Tilly Mill Road 

Dunwoody, Georgia 30338 
(404) 396-3250 

Fax 1404) 698-2055 

Shirley Blumenthal 
Park Branch 

2509 Post Oak Thitt -Road 
Marietta, Georgia 30062 

(404) 971-8901 
Fax 14041 565-2780 

Weinstein Center for 
Adult Day Services 
5300 Tilly Mill Road 

Dunwoo,dy, Georgia 30338 
(404) 458-3614 

Barbara & sanford Orkin 
Respite Care Center 

5276 Tilly Mill Road 
Dunwoody, Georgia 30338 

(404) 454-7255 

Officers 
President 

Laura Z, Dinerman 
Ist Vice-President 

Lisa Brill 
Vice Presidents 

Lowell S, Fine 
George M, Fox 

Lois L Frank 
'Howard Hyman 
Bruce H, Morris 
Allen M, Soden 

Executive Director 
Harry D. Stern 

Associate Director 
loel Gross 

Asst, Executive Director 
Shaindle Schmuckler 

Administrative Director 
Phillip Bush 

Beneficiary of: 
The AUanta lew Ish 

Federntfon (ampal,n 
The United Way of 

. MetropoUtan Atlanta, Inc, 
Member t>f: 

lewlsh Community 
Centers Asso<:lation 
American Camping 

Association 

I 
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ATLANTA JE~ISH 
COMMUNITY CENTER 

, Your Jewish Environment in Atlanta 

',

November 19, 1993 

The Honorable Carol H. Rasco 
Assistant to the President for Domestic Policy 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Ms. Rasco: 

On April 17, 1994 the Atlanta Jewish Community Center is 
presenting a very exciting Women's Day Conference. This 
conference, the first of its kind for the Atlanta Jewish 
Community Center, will focus oh health related issues 
important to the women of our tommunity. Our schedule 

• • • I . .

for the day Includes an exhIbIt areaj breakout sessions, 
lunch and a keynote address. 

As a woman I am sure you share our committee' s feeling._ 
that it is critical for women of every generation to take 
the time to focus on and sharel information about their 
mental, physical, spiritual and political health. By 
presenting what is going to bel an exceptional program on 
April 17 we,expect to accompli~h this goal. 

Your name was given tome by the Women's Division of the 
New York Jewish Federation. M~. Sue Steven of the 
Women's Division spoke in glow~ng terms of your 
presentations and highly recom~ended we contact you to 
participate in our program. It would be our honor to 

I

discuss, with you the possibility of your joining us as 
our keynote speaker. Your int~rest and personal 
involvement is commendable andlwort~y to note. By 
speaking to our group and bringing your thoughts to the 
Atlanta community you would be sharing an important day 
with us. 

".10 ,' • 
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•••,:;.~",c;.~'~_~"'';''';'~ ~ 



Atlanta is a very exciting city to be living in as 
awareness about women's healthlissues continue to be 
addressed and I am sure you will find our audience 
enthusiastic .and eager to ·learn. If your schedule does 
not allow your involvement with us I do hope you will 
recommend other women of your calibre whom we could 
contact. I 

~~tfJrS'/V''''''''''-J 
Marsha Dl Gilbert 
Women's Day Conference Chair 
806 Gard~n Court 

~	Atlanta,lGA 30328 
H-
W-(404) 859-2545 

Andrea RbsenthalI 	 .
AJCC Program Coordinator 
5342 Tilly Mill Road 
Dunwoody~ Georgia 30338 
(404) 	 396-3250 

P6/b(6)


